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Regional Events  
PRECIOUS MCKENZIE - 
Regional Advisor, Montana
montana-ra@scbwi.org 

Happy Autumn! 

The 2nd Montana Sparks Show, organized by 
volunteer Jeanne Bowman is happening soon! 
The physical show will run from December 19 
through January 7 at the Billings Public Library 
in the Story Tower (Children’s Section). Jeanne 
is also planning to host a virtual show as well. 
So, save the dates, and be sure to head over to 
the Billings Public Library to see the amazing art 
and stories created by our SCBWI Montana 
members!

Then, on Saturday, February 
4th, join SCBWI Montana for 
a “Montana Getaway to 
Hawaii.” Before you pack 
your beach attire, this winter 
escape is a virtual event. 
SCBWI member Dorothy 
Hinshaw Patent will lead us 
through an immersion into the 

tropics during Montana’s coldest month. This will 
be a generative writing session on Zoom for 
SCBWI Montana members only. More details 
will come from your regional team!

If you are a current SCBWI Montana member, 
we'd like to share your good news. If you had a 
kid-lit book published in 2022, email our 
newsletter coordinator Ti ffiny Spire at 
tiffinyspire@gmail.com. Please include your 
brief bio, a two-sentence blurb about your book, 
and an image of your book's cover. We want to 
share your good news on social media 
(Facebook and Instagram). Let’s celebrate all 
the exciting work you do!

I would like to wish you a safe and happy 
holiday season!

   
Registration is now open for the 
SCBWI Winter Conference. You 
have the option to attend the in-
person event held in New York City 
February 10-12. Or you can register 
for the virtual option to be held on 
zoom February 25th.  And don't 
forget to keep an eye on the SCBWI 
A w a r d s a n d G r a n t s p a g e . 
Submissions are currently open for 
the Spark award and Independently 
Published/Prepublished grant.

Announcements

mailto:montana-ra@scbwi.org
mailto:tiffinyspire@gmail.com
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For our late fall issue, I am very excited to 
introduce you to Bruce Smith, writer, 
photographer, and wildlife biologist who lives 
outside of Bozeman. He has written and 
published 5 non-fiction adult books including 

Life on the Rocks: A Portrait of 
the American Mountain Goat for 
which he won the National 
Outdoor Book Award and Where 
Elk Roam: Conservation and 
Biopolitics of Our National Elk 
Herd for which he received a 
Montana Book Award. 

In addition to his books, Bruce’s research has 
produced technical and popular papers 
focused on large mammal population ecology, 
diseases, predator-prey relationships, and 
migratory behavior.

Originally from Michigan, Bruce attended 
the University of Montana where he earned 
B.S. and M.S. degrees in wildlife biology.  
He later earned a doctorate degree while 
s tudy ing popula t ion regu la t ion o f 
Wyoming’s Jackson Hole elk herd.

Bruce worked as a scientist for the federal 
government and spent most of his career 
managing populations of wildlife on the 
Wind River Indian Reservation and the 
National Elk Refuge in Wyoming.

I’d like to hear more about that:

As the first wildlife biologist to work on the 
reservation, I partnered with the Shoshone and 
Arapaho tribes in a landmark restoration of 
wildlife there.

INTERVIEW WITH BRUCE SMITH
Author of the Middle Grade (MG) Series Legend Keepers  
By Joann Howeth, Assistant Regional Advisor, Montana

https://amzn.to/3Vuq0nb
https://amzn.to/3Vuq0nb
https://www.amazon.com/Where-Elk-Roam-Conservation-Biopolitics/dp/0762770740/ref=sr_1_1?crid=31ZNXXG7Z0F54&keywords=bruce+l.+smith+where+the+elk+roam&qid=1669563756&s=books&sprefix=bruce+l.+smith+where+the+elk+roam,stripbooks,120&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Where-Elk-Roam-Conservation-Biopolitics/dp/0762770740/ref=sr_1_1?crid=31ZNXXG7Z0F54&keywords=bruce+l.+smith+where+the+elk+roam&qid=1669563756&s=books&sprefix=bruce+l.+smith+where+the+elk+roam,stripbooks,120&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Where-Elk-Roam-Conservation-Biopolitics/dp/0762770740/ref=sr_1_1?crid=31ZNXXG7Z0F54&keywords=bruce+l.+smith+where+the+elk+roam&qid=1669563756&s=books&sprefix=bruce+l.+smith+where+the+elk+roam,stripbooks,120&sr=1-1


4

My memoir, Wildlife on the 
W i n d , d o c u m e n t s t h a t 
conservation success 
and my experiences 
and personal education 
whi le working wi th 
Native Americans for 
several years. 

During my 22 years at the National Elk 
Refuge,  I conducted wide-ranging 
studies of the births, deaths, and 
migrations of this largest of elk herds. I 
wrote the first book about the refuge 
(which was established by Act of 
Congress in 1912) and a follow-up 
b o o k a b o u t t h e c o n s e r v a t i o n 
challenges of managing the elk herd 
and its controversial winter-feeding 
program—the largest of its kind. 

I’ve read a little of Life on the Rocks 
and noticed you have an engaging 
writing style. I was immediately 
taken in. Then I discovered that you 
take your own photos, which are 
stunning in composition as well as 
subject matter. 

Considering your subject matter for this 
book, I can imagine getting those shots was 
not for the faint-of-heart. But you talk about 
having patience and letting the animal find 
the viewfinder on their own. 

Is there a story you can share with us about 
one of your adventures?  What is it like 
stalking a mountain goat for that perfect 
photo?

I was once asked, “If you could return in a future 
life as an animal, which one would you choose?” 
It would be the mountain goat, of course, 
because of the grand places they inhabit and 
the resolute way in which they live their lives. To 
follow, study, and photograph these shaggy 
white climbers during my two years living in the 
Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness Area, I had to 
become a skilled mountaineer, which by 
definition meant honing both my rock-climbing 

skills and patience. Of course, I couldn’t match 
the mountain goat. 

This excerpt from Life on the Rocks 
embodies how superbly this animal is 
suited to place: 

“I once watched a goat climb to the top 
of a dizzying pinnacle and stand with 
all four feet together on a summit the 
size of a dinner plate. Then he raised a 
hind foot, scratched behind an ear, and 
shook the dust f rom his coat , 
unimpressed with the feat as I looked 
on in wonder.”

Y o u a l s o m e n t i o n i n y o u r 
introduction to Life on the Rocks 
that being a wildlife photographer is 
a solitary business. This made me 
chuckle because you’ve crossed 
over into yet another solitary 
business – writing.  First were your 
non-fiction books and now your 
children’s books. Your passion for 
environmental themes has fueled 
this endeavor as well. 

I was once 
asked, “If you 
could return in 
a future life as 

an animal, 
which one 
would you 
choose?”  

It would be the 
mountain goat, 

of course, 
because of the 
grand places 

they inhabit and 
the resolute 
way in which 
they live their 

lives. 

https://amzn.to/3AOW5OC
https://amzn.to/3AOW5OC
https://amzn.to/3Vuq0nb
https://amzn.to/3Vuq0nb
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Give us a little background about where your 
passion for wildlife and the environment all 
started.

I talk about that in my introduction to my non-
fiction book Stories From Afield:  

“My l ightning rod was my 
parents’ decision to move to the 
country the summer I turned 
seven. It was that place that lit 
the fire.  A wondrous mix of 
woodland, lake, and marsh 
where I had room to roam and 
the freedom to explore all that 
my new environment offered.

An additional ingredient that can’t be overstated 
is curiosity. That may be the one intangible that 
must come from within. It’s also what has fueled 
my fascination with nature to the present.”

“I once watched a goat climb to the top of 
a dizzying pinnacle and stand with all four 

feet together on a summit the size of a 
dinner plate. Then he raised a hind foot, 
scratched behind an ear, and shook the 

dust from his coat, unimpressed with the 
feat as I looked on in wonder.”

https://www.amazon.com/Stories-Afield-Adventures-Things-Outdoor/dp/0803288166/ref=sr_1_3?crid=3IWRF6QWYAQ0W&keywords=bruce+l.+smith&qid=1669563325&s=books&sprefix=bruce+smith,stripbooks,128&sr=1-3
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Bruce’s middle 
grade series is 
t i t l e d L e g e n d 
Keepers. His first 
book The Chosen 
One has won a 
Feathered Quill 
Award. What can 
you tell us about 
this recognition?

T h e a n n u a l 
Feathered Quil l 
B o o k A w a r d s 
honors new books 
in 23 categories, 
c o v e r i n g t h e 

gamut of adult and children’s fiction, nonfiction, 
and poetry, including both print and e-books. A 
panel of professional authors, reviewers, editors, 
and publicists judge entries. Gold, silver, and 
bronze medal awards are presented in each 
category. Medalists also receive review 
comments about their books from the judges.

The Chosen One received silver medals in both 
categories that we entered: “Young Readers” 
and “Animal Stories—Children’s and Young 
Adult.” 

While your stories are grounded in your 
professional experience and knowledge of 
wildlife, writing fiction is so different from 
non-fiction. What is that transition of 
switching caps like for you?

I was motivated to reach a new audience of 
young readers about topics important to me. The 
climate crisis tops the list. With no prior 
experience writing fiction for children, I read tons 
of craft books and articles, joined the Bozeman 
SCBWI Hobnob, began reading lots of middle-
grade books that seemed similar to what I 
wanted to write, and dove into the writing. 
Besides the joy of creating a cast of characters 
for the story, I love the creativity of fiction. But I 
learned that approaching the story with an open 
mind is essential to the creative process — 
holding a loose rein on what I thought “would 

be.” I discovered that the interplay of the 
protagonist and secondary characters had as 
much to do with the story’s arc as did any 
preconceived plot. Writing nonfiction, even 
narrative nonfiction, is nothing like that! 

I've read book  one of 
the series, and I am 
impressed with the 
clever way you have 
peppered sc ience 
facts into the storyline 
t h r o u g h y o u r 
characters' voices. 
That actually must 
have been a little bit 
tricky so as not to 
sound didactic. Did 
you struggle with 
that? Did their voices 
come easily to you?  

Although the story is 
clearly fiction, I wanted readers to learn about 
the lifeforms that live largely out-of-sight, out-of-
mind in the high mountains. So I purposely 
folded life history information into both books 
and was committed to making the underpinnings 
of species’ biology, behavior, and habitat 
factually accurate. 

I tried to integrate that information through the 
characters’ actions, thoughts, and dialogue. That 
way the means by which marmots deal with 
winter, for example, doesn’t jarringly interrupt the 
story’s flow. Also, at the end of each book I 
include several pages of facts titled “The 
Science Behind Legend Keepers” about climate 
change, glaciers, geology, and the animals in 
the stories.

Compared to my previous nonfiction writing, I 
found joy developing the novels’ characters, 
both animal and human. Their voices and 
mannerisms came naturally (sometimes after 
experimentation) often bubbling up while I was 
hiking. Other times I was assaulted in my sleep, 
which would send me scurrying to the computer 
in the middle of the night, lest I forget.

https://www.amazon.com/Legend-Keepers-Chosen-Bruce-Smith/dp/1735414557/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3IWRF6QWYAQ0W&keywords=bruce+l.+smith&qid=1669563325&s=books&sprefix=bruce+smith,stripbooks,128&sr=1-2


7

Were there any particular potholes that 
caused you to stumble?

You mean besides finding an agent and landing 
a publisher?! No, not really. I was totally 
invested in this project. I had a strong sense of 
the story’s message. Once I had the cast of 
characters, the story’s arc came easily. 
The hardest part was planting my butt 
in front of the computer when my 
consulting work competed for my time, 
especially on good hiking, fly fishing, 
and cross-country skiing days (which 
can be most every day).

What is your favorite aspect of this 
series you’ve created?

That readers will see the climate crisis through 
the eyes, the thoughts, and dialogue of animals 
as they experience it and also through the lives 
of other kids with whom they may identify.

What is your favorite part of writing for 
kids?

I h a v e a s t r o n g 
c o m m i t m e n t t o 
conservation of natural 
resources and the planet 

a s o u r o n l y 
home. Kids are 
t a k i n g a 
leadership role in 
confronting the 
climate crisis, in 
p a r t b e c a u s e 
adults aren’t acting aggressively or 
quickly enough. Being able to nourish 
kids’ aspirations and activism through 
entertaining, educational, and hopeful 
stories is satisfying.

Are you finding young people alert 
and concerned about our planet's 
strife? 

That is the primary reason I chose to 
write this kidlit series. Increasingly, they 
are feeling stressed about the climate 
crisis. They’re smart. They see, hear, 
and read what’s happening. And with 

their whole lives in front of them, they know that 
the changing climate’s consequences are sure 
to grow worse for them. Many kids are 
experiencing what psychologists now call eco-
anxiety or climate grief. The good news is that 
young people are taking action. They’re leading 
the way on the climate crisis because they feel 
that we adults are failing them.

Besides the joy 
of creating a 

cast of 
characters for 
the story, I love 
the creativity of 

fiction. But I 
learned that 

approaching the 
story with an 
open mind is 

essential to the 
creative process 

— holding a 
loose rein on 

what I thought 
“would be.” 



8

Authors always talk about how much they 
enjoy school visits. Unfortunately, the Covid 
lock-down abruptly interrupted that for all 
authors. Have you had the opportunity to get 
back into the schools now that it’s permitted 
again? 

I have not. I’m certainly interested in doing 
school visits to talk about the messages 
in  Legend Keepers,  and I need to become 
better at working my way in.

I've heard Drew Daywalt, author of The Day 
the Crayons Quit, say that whenever he does 
school visits, the response the kids give him 
always makes him feel like a rock star. I hope 
that will be your experience, too! 

For other middle grade writers out there, how 
long did it take you to write The Chosen 
One? 

That’s somewhat hard to say. My writing process 
is draft, edit, draft, edit, repeat. Although I wish I 
could, I can’t sit down and draft a manuscript, or 
even a chapter, before the editing bug bites. It’s 
likely an artifact of years of scientific writing and 
publishing—a very precise and formulaic writing 
style. Because I edit and polish with abandon 
(subconsciously asking myself “did I really write 
that?”), the time to complete a first draft is longer 
than for someone with more editorial restraint. I 
suspect that each of the books took about a 
year to complete. Then came more editing, of 
course. 

https://www.amazon.com/Legend-Keepers-Chosen-Bruce-Smith/dp/1735414557/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3IWRF6QWYAQ0W&keywords=bruce+l.+smith&qid=1669563325&s=books&sprefix=bruce+smith,stripbooks,128&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Day-Crayons-Quit-Drew-Daywalt/dp/0399255370/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=day+the+crayons+quit&qid=1669563625&s=books&sprefix=day+the+cra,stripbooks,132&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Day-Crayons-Quit-Drew-Daywalt/dp/0399255370/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=day+the+crayons+quit&qid=1669563625&s=books&sprefix=day+the+cra,stripbooks,132&sr=1-1
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Bruce’s second book of the Legend Keepers 
Series is titled The Partnership and was just 
released in August. Did book two unfold 
itself in the same way as book one? 

Yes, although more time was required for 
research and conducting personal interviews of 
forest ecologists, glaciologists, and Marine 
C o r p s r e c r u i t e r s . I w a s w r i t i n g  T h e 
Partnership  while searching for an agent. By 
the time I signed with an agent and we landed a 
publisher for the first book, The Partnership was 
completed. 

I knew early on while drafting  The Chosen 
One  that  Legend Keepers  would become a 
series. While writing that first book, my thoughts 
often jumped ahead to what would follow 
in book number two. How would I 
explore the climate issue more deeply? 
How might new characters confront the 
crisis proactively? How would I blend 
the parallel stories of Buddy and 
Garson?

By the time I started writing  The 
Partnership, I had a character bible 
and the general arc of the story 
roughed out.

Tell us a little bit about your family:

My wife Diana is my best friend and has 
a love of nature much like mine. She’s 
also a splendid artist. She created the 
cover art and interior illustrations of the 
Legend Keepers books. She has three 
children and seven grandchildren from 
her former life.

Besides writing kid’s lit, how do you spend 
your free time?

Given a chance, I spend time outdoors: hiking, 
fly fishing, skate-skiing, and observing wild 
nature. Diana and I enjoy traveling, camping (in 
our small slide-in truck camper) and exploring 
the West. 

We used to travel internationally, primarily to 
African countries. I do public speaking about 
conservation of wildlife and wildlands. 

Oh, and I also read.

Do you like to read as much as you like to 
write?

I’ve always been a busy person, busy with my 
professional work, volunteering, and enjoying 
outdoor activities. Never a big reader (except to 
stay current in my field) until I began writing 
books in 2004. My nonfiction writing required 
lots of research reading. Since I began writing 
kidlit in 2017, I read far more for pleasure: about 
half is adult nonfiction and fiction, and about half 
is middle-grade books to better understand the 

current market and the craft of writing 
for kids. 

I write far less for magazines now than I 
used to, preferring to concentrate on 
creating books. 

Your Amazon bio says you are still 
busy with your conservation work. 
Are there any specific organizations 
that have claimed your heart?

T h e r e a r e s o m a n y g r e a t 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l / c o n s e r v a t i o n 
organizations doing great work through 
public engagement, lobbying, on-the-
ground projects, and sometimes 
litigating. So many to support. Having 
said that , the African Wildl i fe 
Foundation has been a leader in 
working to conserve both wildlife and 

rural human communities across Africa—a 
continent with amazing biodiversity but limited 
financial resources.

What a pleasure this has been, and I know 
my audience agrees! Thank you for taking 
the time to speak with me, Bruce.

C h e c k o u t B r u c e ’ s w e b s i t e :  
www.brucesmithwildlife.com and his blog: 
https://www.brucesmithwildlife.com/blog

“An additional 
ingredient that 

can’t be 
overstated is 

curiosity. That 
may be the one 
intangible that 

must come 
from within. It’s 
also what has 

fueled my 
fascination 

with nature to 
the present.”

https://www.amazon.com/Legend-Keepers-Chosen-Bruce-Smith/dp/1735414557/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3IWRF6QWYAQ0W&keywords=bruce+l.+smith&qid=1669563325&s=books&sprefix=bruce+smith,stripbooks,128&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Legend-Keepers-Chosen-Bruce-Smith/dp/1735414557/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3IWRF6QWYAQ0W&keywords=bruce+l.+smith&qid=1669563325&s=books&sprefix=bruce+smith,stripbooks,128&sr=1-2
http://www.apple.com
http://www.apple.com
https://www.amazon.com/Legend-Keepers-Chosen-Bruce-Smith/dp/1735414557/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3IWRF6QWYAQ0W&keywords=bruce+l.+smith&qid=1669563325&s=books&sprefix=bruce+smith,stripbooks,128&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Legend-Keepers-Chosen-Bruce-Smith/dp/1735414557/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3IWRF6QWYAQ0W&keywords=bruce+l.+smith&qid=1669563325&s=books&sprefix=bruce+smith,stripbooks,128&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Legend-Keepers-Chosen-Bruce-Smith/dp/1735414557/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3IWRF6QWYAQ0W&keywords=bruce+l.+smith&qid=1669563325&s=books&sprefix=bruce+smith,stripbooks,128&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Legend-Keepers-Chosen-Bruce-Smith/dp/1735414557/ref=sr_1_2?crid=3IWRF6QWYAQ0W&keywords=bruce+l.+smith&qid=1669563325&s=books&sprefix=bruce+smith,stripbooks,128&sr=1-2
https://www.awf.org/
https://www.awf.org/
http://www.brucesmithwildlife.com
https://www.brucesmithwildlife.com/blog
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Along with the main SCBWI new logo rebrand  
we’re looking for a new SCBWI Montana banner! 

Learn about the rebrand and the new owl logo by clicking on this link.


Would you like your art to be featured on our 
SCBWI Montana website page? 

The image needs to be 1024 X 375 pixels. If you have questions about the color 
scheme see the color palette on the next page (pg 11) or email 

jackiembeyer@gmail.com .


Deadline for submissions December 31, 2022 

Members will vote on the final design the first week of 2023!

ANNOUNCING 
Our SCBWI Montana Banner Contest!

Calling All Illustrators!!

https://tinyurl.com/8x4e372m
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With Gratitude

Over the past four years, I have had the great joy of serving as SCBWI Montana’s Regional 
Advisor. Together, with a rock-star team of volunteers, I am delighted to say that —even 
during a global pandemic—we offered online conferences, critique groups, hobnobs, and 
webinars. We built an amazing newsletter team and have grown our social media presence 
and our membership.  Most important, though, have been the friendships I’ve made along 
the way. It is inspiring and heartwarming to be with such a diverse creative group of people.  
It was a privilege to get to know you all. 

My heart overflows with gratitude for the wonderful people in our region and for the amazing 
team at SCBWI Headquarters. I have learned and grown so much as a leader and as a 
professional because of this positive experience.  But extra special thanks goes out to our 
regional team of volunteers. Joann Howeth, our ARA, has been a phenomenal partner, a 
person who is filled with kindness, generosity, and a can-do attitude. Erika Wilson, our 
former IC, Jackie Marie Beyer, our current IC, and Jeanne Bowman have truly built a 
welcoming community for Montana illustrators through their amazing events. Tiffiny Spire 
has devoted countless hours to editing and producing our top-notch newsletters. Sue 
Lawrence has managed our Insta account with joy and dedication. Ellen Crosby, our critique 
group coordinator, thank you for coming on board and taking on this growing task! I’d also 
like to give a shout-out to our area hobnob leaders—it is you who make people feel 
welcome. Thank you for building positive communities!

Now, I am moving on to a job with BeaLu Books, a small independent 
children’s book publisher. I am excited about this new path, but also a 
little teary-eyed that I will no longer be your regional advisor.  Your 
new regional advisor, I am sure, will continue to build high-quality 
programs and support your professional growth in many ways. I’ll still 
be in Montana and still be an SCBWI member, so I hope to see you 
around at some SCBWI events!

With gratitude,

Precious McKenzie 

C O L O R  S C H E M E
A N D  T H E I R  H E X  C O D E S

CMYK (cyan, magenta, yellow, black) is
the four-color build for printing.
RGB (red, green, blue) and HEX
(hexadecimal) codes are for screens and
websites.

Color unifies our marketing and embraces the
SCBWI brand to ensure a cohesive message.
Our official primary color is the SCBWI green. 
 A supporting color palette was designed to
complement our primary color. 
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Craft Corner 
BY TIFFINY SPIRE
NEWSLETTER COORDINATOR

HOW TO MASTER THE ART OF WRITING 
CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
By Bobbie Hinman
Published by: Best Fairy Books 2021
Copyright 2021 

Bobbie Hinman has a B.S. 
d e g r e e i n E l e m e n t a r y 
Education and a minor in 
Children’s Literature. She is 
the author of a fairy series 
which includes 5 picture 

books that have garnered a 
total of 28 awards.

Author Bobbie Hinman begins 
her book How to Master the Art 
of Writing Children’s Books by 
saying this:

“Yes, writing is an art, and as with 
any other art, hard work and 
determination are required if you 
wish to achieve success.”

I feel like this quote sets the tone 
for this book which looks at the hard work 
involved along the entire process of writing 
kidlit. Bobbie Hinman starts with the necessary 
basics of writing for children. In fact, the book 
starts with such basic information, that I, 
mistakenly, thought at first that this book was 
intended only for very beginning writers. 
However, the author goes in-depth on topics at 
every stage of the book writing process. She 
takes you from story conception through 
revision and includes many important reminders 
along the way. 

Hinman spends the first few chapters of her 
book going through the very beginning of the 
writing process — knowing your audience. How 
do you determine what audience you should 
write for? 

First, analyze your purpose for 
writing for children. Next, gain a 
true understanding of the different 
levels of children’s books. Once 
you figure out your target age 
range, research that group and 
find out what (and how) they like 
to read. The author offers insight 
into each of the age groups. 

Once you’ve become an expert on your target 
audience, it’s time to come up with a story they 
want to read. Not all story ideas make good 
books. Hinman suggests ways for us to test our 
ideas. 

Hinman continues her look at the foundations of 
good writing by defining the basics of story 
structure. She includes many examples and 
useful tips.

“The reader needs to feel the tension mounting 
and anxiously anticipate what will happen next.”

Hinman spends several chapters reminding us 
to choose our words carefully when crafting our 
stories. She cautions about vocabulary level, 
the use of figures of speech, and word choice in 
general. 

“Yes, writing is an 
art, and as with any 
other art, hard work 
and determination 
are required if you 
w i s h t o a c h i e v e 
success.”

12

mailto:tiffinyspire@gmail.com
https://bestfairybooks.com/
https://www.amazon.com/How-Master-Writing-Childrens-Books/dp/1736545930/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1AEF8LLOU9TK8&keywords=bobbie+hinman&qid=1669563900&s=books&sprefix=bobbie+hinman,stripbooks,125&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/How-Master-Writing-Childrens-Books/dp/1736545930/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1AEF8LLOU9TK8&keywords=bobbie+hinman&qid=1669563900&s=books&sprefix=bobbie+hinman,stripbooks,125&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/How-Master-Writing-Childrens-Books/dp/1736545930/ref=sr_1_2?crid=1AEF8LLOU9TK8&keywords=bobbie+hinman&qid=1669563900&s=books&sprefix=bobbie+hinman,stripbooks,125&sr=1-2
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Hinman includes other helpful chapters on 
things like character development, present 
tense vs. past tense, and point of view.

The part of Hinman’s book that most excited me 
was her section on rhyme. We all know that 
children love books told in rhyme. Those of us 
who have been to at least one writing seminar 
also know that editors HATE bad rhyme. So we 
are always cautioned to not write in rhyme 
unless we really know what we’re doing. 

Of all the books I’ve read on the craft of 
writing, this is the only one I’ve seen that 
actually teaches how to create good rhyme. 
Hinman spends several chapters explaining 
different kinds of rhyme and meter that are 
common in children’s books. I learned lots of 
new words like “anapestic dimeter.” 

After her deep dive on rhyme and rhythm, the 
author continues outlining the important steps of 
the writing process. She discusses revision, 
beta readers, and editing. 

In my op in ion, 
H inman ’s book 
would prove useful 
both to beginning 
kidlit writers as 
well as seasoned 
p r o s w h o a r e 
looking for fresh 
r e m i n d e r s a n d 

more instruction on rhyme and meter. I’ll close 
with some of Hinman’s final thoughts.

“Find joy in being creative…Always write from 
your heart.” 

Of all the books I’ve 
read on the craft of 
writing, this is the 
only one I’ve seen 
that actually teaches 
how to create good 
rhyme. 

Practicing Publishing
BY KAREN MCGEORGE SANDERS

      While waiting for book publishing 
success, why not try something different?

      There are other types of publications for 
children besides books.  Magazines are a 
great way to hone your writing skills and build 
your reputation as a writer.  Periodicals have 
a monthly need for content, mainly nonfiction, 
but also poems, short stories, and humor. 

     I have published articles for or about 
youth in Scouting, Llamas, and Flying 
Changes.  I also have an article coming out in 
Young Rider on vaulting.  In addition, I have 
been fortunate to have a couple of poems 
about children and several tall tales 
published in periodicals.

     Do you have an illustrator friend?  Many 
of the magazines I’ve worked for have 
wanted pictures or illustrations. 

     To find a listing of periodicals that might 
publish your work, check a current Writer’s 
Market.  Besides the juvenile section, check 
for other categories that might fit your work, 
for example Young Rider publishes fiction 
about youth and horses, but is listed under 
the animal section. Collect publications 
locally and when you travel to see if your 
work might be a good match.  

     Try periodicals and increase your list of 
published credits.

Other books by Bobbie Hinman
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CELEBRATION CORNER!
TIFFINY SPIRE: NEWSLETTER COORDINATOR 

This quarter we have three Montana SCBWI 
members to celebrate: Tammi Fladager, Julie 
Schnieders and Theresa Nichols Schuster.  

About Tammi’s Book 
Follow Nick as he does the morning chores. The 
animals are noisy when they are hungry! The 
donkey brays, the cow moos, geese are honking, 
dogs are barking! What fun! Children love to help 
make the barn noises as they follow along with 
the bright illustrations. 

About the Author 
Tammi is a Montana writer and illustrator. She and 
her husband ranch in the northeastern part of the 
state. Her stories are based on real life events. 
Her upcoming children's books include What Do 
Ranchers Do? and Carol Drives A Tractor. 

You can get to know more about Tammi by visiting 
her website http://happyranchwife.com/

14

http://happyranchwife.com/


15

CELEBRATION CORNER!

About Julie’s Book 
A Hunt for Bugs! is an early childhood STEM 
picture book for children ages 3 - 8. The main 
character, Charlie, takes a step outside after a 
rainstorm to take a sensory journey through his 
neighborhood discovering the  sights, sounds, 
and smells of nature. On his walk, Charlie learns 
so much more about the world around him than 
he would have just playing video games. 

About the Author 
Julie Schnieders is a debut author with an 
English degree from Loyola Marymount 
University. She has done public relations for the 
Braille Institute, taught elementary school and 
junior high, and wrote for The Quarterly 
Magazine in South Pasadena, CA, in addition to 
writing and reporting for Angelus News in Los 
Angeles. Julie spent most of her life in Southern 
California but now calls northwest Montana 
home. She is married with two children. 

About Theresa’s Book 
Brittle Silver is set in Granite and Philipsburg 
during the Great Silver Panic of 1893. While the 
main characters are fictional, many of the 
townspeople, events and setting are accurate to 
that time. 

About the Author 
Theresa Nichols Schuster is author of Brittle 
Silver and We Are the Warriors, a 2015 USA 
Regional Excellence Book Award Finalist. She 
currently lives in southwest Montana where she 
appreciates the wonders of nature, family, 
friends, and a bit of pottery. 

Learn more about Theresa at her website 
www.tnschuster.com.

15
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MONTANA CHAPTER HAS A NEW 
VOLUNTEER POSITION  
BY JOANN HOWETH, ARA
 

I am so happy to 
announce that 
Ellen Crosby of 
Ka l ispe l l has 
stepped into the 
role of Critique 
G r o u p 

Coordinator.  As 
our region gains 

members the search for 
critique groups is also increasing. 
Precious, JackieMarie, and I get 
frequent requests from writers and 
illustrators seeking a support network 
that critique groups provide. Most of 
the currently established groups in 
the region are to capacity, but there 
may be a few that have room to 
welcome a new member or two.  
Ellen’s job will be to keep all the 
groups coordinated: she will maintain 
correspondence with the leaders of 
the currently established groups, 
help fill in vacancies if needed, and 
most importantly, she will assist in 
the creation of new groups by 
helping people connect and network. 
  
Born and raised in a small farming 
c o m m u n i t y a n h o u r f r o m 
Sacramento, CA, Ellen has moved to 
Montana – twice – the first time in 
1992. She lived here until 2008 with 
her family before relocating to the 
Seattle area. Then about 4 or 5 
years ago, Ellen and her husband 
returned to Kalispell.  Here to stay, 
Ellen is a picture book author as well 
as the Visitor Services and Members 
Coordinator at The Hockaday 
Museum of Art.  
 
Welcome, Ellen!

photo by Sue Lawrence©2022

NYC photos by Joann Howeth©2022
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CHECK OUT THE NEW LINK ON OUR 
SCBWI WEBPAGE

Critique groups are wonderful ways to 
connect with other kid-lit creators in 
o u r s t a t e . Yo u w i l l h a ve t h e 

opportunity to share your creative work and 
receive feedback. And you repay the favor by 
critiquing other members’ works!

We believe in creating a warm, welcoming, 
and supportive environment for all our 
SCBWI Montana events, including our 
critique groups. Current SCBWI members 
are expected to follow SCBWI policies which 
can be found here  https://www.scbwi.org/
scbwi-policies/.

Keep in mind, the pandemic has changed 
the way many groups are exchanging 
feedback. Some meet virtually and exchange 
work by email. Other groups may meet face-
to-face at public locations such as libraries, 
coffee shops, or schools. Some groups meet 
every two weeks, others meet once a month. 
The critique schedule is determined by the 
members of each group.

If you are a current SCBWI Montana 
member and you’re looking for a critique 
group, please contact our Critique Group 
C o o r d i n a t o r E l l e n C r o s b y 
at pecrosby@juno.com.

NYC photos by Joann Howeth©2022

https://www.scbwi.org/scbwi-policies/
https://www.scbwi.org/scbwi-policies/
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Coming soon! The 2023 SCBWI winter conference!
At the first in-person conference in over two years, SCBWI is launching a brand-new 
format: Creative Labs. The conference is now built around an intensive workshop model, which will 
allow attendees to learn so much more and form lasting community connections.

Attendees will enroll in a two-day Creative Lab, choosing from twelve options––all taught by some of 
the most exciting authors and illustrators working today. At panels, keynotes, and socials, you’ll also 
learn from industry experts, network with fellow creatives, and spend the weekend immersed in the 
vibrant, diverse world of children’s literature.

If you want to meet one-on-one with agents, editors, and art directors, or have a portfolio that’s 
ready for the world, please sign up for a critique or the portfolio showcase. There will also be 
social media consultations available. Please note there are limited spaces available for all of 
these. And, for the first-time ever, you’ll have the chance to pitch your marketing plan to our panel of 
experts in our “Piranha Pit.” Move over Shark Tank!

Each Creative Lab will include lectures, writing or illustrating time, small group work so you can get 
to know your fellow book creators, Q&A sessions, and the opportunity for feedback from your 
instructors. Join us and learn in community. See the detailed list of labs on the next page.

Friday, February 10 – Sunday, February 12, 2023
Can’t make it to New York in person? Join online!

LOCATION
New York Hilton Midtown
1335 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10019

SPECIAL SCBWI ROOM RATE
Special SCBWI Room Rate: $199.00 (plus tax).
This rate is available to conference attendees 
up until January 19, 2023. There are limited 
rooms available at this rate so book early.

CONFERENCE TUITION
Registration Prices:
SCBWI Member Rate: $675
Non-Member Rate: $775
Late Registration – After January 10, 2023:
SCBWI Member Rate: $725
Non-Member Rate: $825
(for SCBWI Members only)
Portfolio Showcase for Illustrators: $100
One-on-One Social Media Consultations: $125
One-on -One Manusc r ip t o r Po r t fo l i o 
Consultation: $125

https://www.scbwi.org/events/in-person-ny-winter-conference-2023/
https://www.scbwi.org/events/in-person-ny-winter-conference-2023/
https://www.scbwi.org/events/virtual-winter-conference-2023/
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1. Brilliant Beginnings and Elegant 
Ends: A Workshop for Novelists  
Sarah Aronson and Cheryl Klein 
Click HERE for description and syllabus

2. Crafting the YA Novel 
Nova Ren Suma 
Click HERE for description and syllabus

3. Creating Complex Characters (for 
picture books and novels) 
Varian Johnson and Larissa Theule 
Click HERE for description and syllabus

4. Fantasy World Building  
Tracey Baptiste  
Click HERE for description and syllabus

5. Market Your Way to Success: Build 
Your Bestselling Book Marketing Plan 
Tonya Duncan Ellis and Jane Friedman 
Click HERE for description and syllabus

6. The Miracle of the Picture Book  
Allyn Johnston 
Click HERE for description and syllabus

7. Telling the Truth: Writing Powerful 
Picture Book Biographies  
Lesa Cline Ransome and James 
Ransome 
Click HERE for description and syllabus

8. True Revision for Novelists  
Elana K. Arnold and Eliot Schrefer 
Click HERE for description and syllabus

1. The Art of Business: Building, 
Expanding, and Sustaining Your 
Illustration Career  
Sophie Blackall, Pat Cummings, Christy 
Ewers, Rudy Gutierrez, Laurent Linn, 
Brendon MacDonald, Debbie Ridpath 
Ohi, Shadra Strickland, and Cecilia Yung 
Click HERE for description and syllabus

2. The Art of Photoshop  
Paul Bodley, William Low, Jasmin 
Rubero, and Cecilia Yung 
Click HERE for description and syllabus

3. Breaking the Frame: Exploring the 
Expanding Universe of Graphic Novel 
Illustration 
Linda Camacho, Laurent Linn, Jen 
Wang, and Raina Telgemeier 
Click HERE for description and syllabus

4. Mix it Up: Three Top Illustrators Share 
Tips, Tools, and Techniques in Three 
Types of Media  
Micha A rche r, Jason Ch in , Pa t 
Cummings, and Paul O. Zelinsky 
Click HERE for description and syllabus

Creative Labs: 
Illustrators

Creative Labs: 
Writers

NYC photo by Joann Howeth©2022

https://www.scbwi.org/event-in-person-ny-winter-conference-2023/creative-labs/brilliant-beginnings/
https://www.scbwi.org/event-in-person-ny-winter-conference-2023/creative-labs/ya-novel/
https://www.scbwi.org/event-in-person-ny-winter-conference-2023/creative-labs/complex-characters/
https://www.scbwi.org/event-in-person-ny-winter-conference-2023/creative-labs/fantasy-world/
https://www.scbwi.org/event-in-person-ny-winter-conference-2023/creative-labs/market-success/
https://www.scbwi.org/event-in-person-ny-winter-conference-2023/creative-labs/picture-book/
https://www.scbwi.org/event-in-person-ny-winter-conference-2023/creative-labs/telling-truth/
https://www.scbwi.org/event-in-person-ny-winter-conference-2023/creative-labs/true-revision/
https://www.scbwi.org/event-in-person-ny-winter-conference-2023/creative-labs/art-of-business/
https://www.scbwi.org/event-in-person-ny-winter-conference-2023/creative-labs/photoshop/
https://www.scbwi.org/event-in-person-ny-winter-conference-2023/creative-labs/graphic-novel/
https://www.scbwi.org/event-in-person-ny-winter-conference-2023/creative-labs/tips-techniques/
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Illustrators' Corner 
BY JACKIEMARIE BEYER
Illustrator Coordinator 

Hi everyone!

The last weekend in October I had the 
amazing honor of attending the SCBWI 
meetup with the other regional volunteers 

from around the globe. I met members from Japan, 
Hawaii, Guatemala, Colorado, Israel, San 
Francisco, Ohio, Australia, Colorado, New York 
and everywhere in between. 

One of my big take aways was how fast we could 
create a character in five minutes! And it got me 
back into the joy of sketching. The opportunity to 
see others’ sketchbooks was both intimidating and 
inspiring.

My next take away came at the illustrator round 
table where different Illustrator Coordinators (ICs) 
discussed how they engage their members. 
Stephen Ingram from Long Island (L.I.) caught all of 
our attention when he said he hosts a weekly 
meetup. It’s a short meet that forces him to 
respond to each week’s prompt. I intend to start a 
weekly meetup for us. 


Starting on Wednesdays from 6pm-6:15 MST - so 
just 15 short minutes - I will host a “Sip & Sketch” 
with a prompt. Everyone is welcome to join. 
(Writers feel free to pop in and write a short story). 
This will give us all a chance to be connected to 
other lovers of children’s books as well as 
something to post on social media if we choose. 


Cecilia  Yung recommended having a theme for 
meet-ups. She still participates live in NYC at the 
SCBWI main building on their weekly draw night, 
mentioning different topics that varied from 
burlesque night to playful puppies.


Pat Cummings and Paul Zelinsky both encouraged 
ICs to host 1-2 yearly activities where an editor/
agent was invited to see new work. Paul pointed 
out that it wasn’t really a social if it didn’t have ice 
cream. So I will look into these possibilities too.
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With RA Joann Howeth - 
ironic meeting in NYC

Roundtable meeting led by 
Arthur Levine, Paul O Zelinsky, 
Pat Cummings, Cecilia Yung,  & 

Priscilla Burris 

Meeting Laurent 
Linn, Art Director at 
Simon & Schuster 
Books for Young 

Readers

TeMika Grooms SCBWI’s U.S. 
Illustrator Coordinator.

TeMika Grooms SCBWI’s U.S. 
Illustrator Coordinator.

http://meet.google.com/sfz-xsrz-nsv
https://www.instagram.com/joyfullydrawings/
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My last session of the day was marketing and 
social media strategies with Tammy Brown, 
SCBWI ’s D i rec tor o f Market ing and 
Commun ica t ion S t ra tegy and Ave ry 
Silverberg, Marketing Assistant at Scholastic 
Inc. Tammy emphasized the importance of  
“Feeling the fear and doing it anyway.” She 
said the three essentials every illustrator 
needs are a: 


• website
• bio - long and short versions
• good headshot
• an elevator pitch explaining their most 

recent project and their work

I thought this sounded reasonable. She 
explained that marketing is not just 
sales and branding but really informing 
people about who you are and what you 
do. She also said you need to give 
people a reason to read or look at 
anything you do.

Avery highly recommended social media 
platforms TikTok and Instagram for illustrators 
especial ly. But most importantly 
CONSISTENCY is key, wherever and 

whenever you 
post. She talked 
a b o u t 
e n g a g e m e n t 
over numbers of 
s u b s c r i b e r s , 
fans, etc. 

So I hope the 
a m a z i n g 
opportunity I got 
to participate in  

will enable us all to reap the benefits 
throughout our careers. Remember, I am here 
to help you, and I know sometimes I am super 
busy, but I will try to do better. I am really 
inspired to help our group reach our dreams 
and I now have a much better idea of how we 
can do that. One other big take away I had 
was that we actually have fairly good 
participation for the size of our group.

I also learned some great tips for 
taking a headshot and that there is 
hope for all of us. Bright lighting, 
sticking your chin out, holding your 
hands out at your sides, and a 
special kind of squint with your 
eyes can all help you take an 
amazing portrait. Professionals 
really can do wonders. 

I talked to a few other ICs about hosting  
contests. In this newsletter you should 
see a page announcing our contest to 
create a new SCBWI Montana banner. I 
got some great feedback on how to make 
that a success! Here’s to a fantastic 2023 
for all of us on this illustrator journey.

Feel the Fear 
and Do it 
Anyway

with Chad 
Beckerman The 

CAT Agency

Marketing is 
not just 

sales and 
branding but 

informing 
people about 
who you are 

and what 
you do. 
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One of the best parts of the conference was 
meeting with the other attendees. I was lucky 
enough to tag along with this group of 

illustrators led by the amazing L.I. IC Stephen Ingram. I sat 
across from Michael Hale (bottom left of photo) who wrote this 

book I bought for my students. I actually read it right there in the restaurant. I know I made his day 
reading it out loud. The connections I made at this table will last a lifetime. 


I wasn’t expecting to meet the agents and editors at the meet and greet. Especially Chad 
Beckerman from the CAT 
agency who I had a critique 
with last fall. Again we all need 
to Face the Fear and Do it 
Anyway. I didn’t want to go to 
t h e M e e t a n d G r e e t , 
networking is so out of my 
comfort zone, but I was soooo 
glad I did. What can you do to 
step out of your comfort zone?

The ICs enjoying lunch across the street!

Making connections with an agent and new friends from 
Ireland and California!
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View from my room at the Hilton

Pictures from the streets around the block from the Hilton walking distance to Central Park, Fifth 
Avenue, the Apple Store and so much more … I can’t recommend attending a live event enough! 

For questions or comments about our newsletter email tiffinyspire@gmail.com

mailto:tiffinyspire@gmail.com

