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Fall Newsletter • October 2021

Regional Events  
PRECIOUS MCKENZIE - 
Regional Advisor, Montana
montana-ra@scbwi.org 

Happy Autumn! 
I hope you had the chance to participate in 

the BIG FIVE-0H SCBWI Summer Conference. 
There were so many inspiring professionals who 
offered practical advice on the industry and the 
craft of writing and illustrating for kids. Look for 
more details about the upcoming SCBWI Winter 
Conference coming soon!

We’re delighted to announce the winner of the 
406 Short Short Story Contest! Congratulations 
to writer Robin Cranney for the story “Dig In.” 
Robin’s story is featured in this newsletter and 
Robin also wins a free one-year membership to 
SCBWI! 

We’d also like to award an honorable mention 
to Stephen Kosnar for the short story “Brightest 
Star.” There were so many wonderful stories that 
captured life in Montana. Judging was tough, but 
delightful! Thank you all for entering!

We’d also l ike to officia l ly welcome 
JackieMarie Beyer to our team of regional 
volunteers as our region’s new illustrator 
coordinator! She has been doing the graphic 
design and formatting of our regional newsletters 
and now she will be even busier planning events 
to support our illustrators! 

We’d also like to wish our fantastic out-going 
IC Erika Wilson many thanks for all of the work 
she did to build our community of illustrators! We 
wish Erika much success in her growing 
illustration career! 

mailto:montana-ra@scbwi.org
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Your regional team has been busy 
preparing for our Fall Virtual Conference, 
“Harvest.” The Zoom event will take place 
on October 16 and 17, 2021. There will be 
many engaging sessions available:
• live critiques scheduled with agents and an 

editor 
• a panel with published Montana writers 

including Janet Fox, LuAnn Rod, Jean 
Petersen, and Heide Boyden 

• nonfiction sessions with Sneed B. Collard III 
and Teresa Robeson 

• YA with Elana K. Arnold 
• middle grade with Leah Henderson 
• “Inside a Publisher’s Perspective” with 

Sandra Sutter of Little Gnome Press 
• a panel of agents talking about “Writing 

Catchy Queries” with Abigail Frank, Sean 
McCarthy, and Rick Margolis 

• “What To Ask On An Agent Call” with Erin 
Casey 

Join us for practical advice and insider-industry 
perspec t ives ! To reg is te r, v is i t https: / /
montana.scbwi.org/events/harvest-scbwi-
montanas-fall-virtual-conference/. 

Oh, and don’t you love Montana illustrator Jen 
Ard’s banner art?

Happy writing and illustrating!

Announcements
You can keep track of our 

regional events and upcoming 
webinars on our Facebook page 
and on Instagram. 

SCBWI Headquarters is also 
updating their website to include 
all of the webinars offered in the 
organization. 

You will find the list here 
https://www.scbwi.org/regional-
webinars/.

If you are a current SCBWI 
Montana member, we'd like to 
share your good news. If you had a 
kid lit book published in 2021, 
email me your brief bio, a two 
sentence blurb about your book, 
and an image of your book's cover. 
We want to share your good news 
on social media (Facebook and 
Instagram). We have a lot of 
talented folks in Montana and it is 
time to celebrate you!

montana-ra@scbwi.org

https://montana.scbwi.org/events/harvest-scbwi-montanas-fall-virtual-conference/
https://montana.scbwi.org/events/harvest-scbwi-montanas-fall-virtual-conference/
https://montana.scbwi.org/events/harvest-scbwi-montanas-fall-virtual-conference/
mailto:montana-ra@scbwi.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/scbwimontana
https://www.instagram.com/scbwimontana/
https://www.scbwi.org/regional-webinars/
https://www.scbwi.org/regional-webinars/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/scbwimontana
https://www.instagram.com/scbwimontana/
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Announcements
New SCBWI-MT 

Scholarships for 2022 

The SCBWI-MT Regional Team is 
pleased to announce the creation of the 
Student Scholarship Award and the 
BIPOC Scholarship Award. One of each 
of these scholarships will be awarded per 
year. The winner will receive one year’s 
membership to the SCBWI. 

To be e l i g ib le fo r the S tuden t 
Scholarship, applicants must be enrolled in 
either two-year or four-year collegiate 
programs, be 18 years of age or older, and 
a current resident of the state of Montana. 

To b e e l i g i b l e f o r t h e B I P O C 
Scholarship, applicants must identify as 
BIPOC kid lit creators, be 18 years of age 
or older, and a current resident of the state 
of Montana. 

The application window for both 
scholarships is November 1st – December 
1st. The winners will be notified by 
December 15th. The official announcement 
will be made in the Winter Newsletter 2022.

For more information and to apply visit: 

https://montana.scbwi.org/

Two SCBWI Grants for 
Self-Publishing Authors 

Open October 1

As part of a new slate of benefits 
for independently published authors, 
SCBWI is launching TWO all-new 
grant programs for members who 
have either recently self-published a 
children’s book or plan to do so in the 
coming year. 

The submission period for both 
grants is October 1-November 15, 
2021. 

Winners will be announced on 
January 15, 2022.
GRANT #1

The  Independently Published 
Book Launch Award  provides 
authors and author/illustrators with 
$2,500 in funds to help with the 
promotion of their newly self-published 
work. 

To be eligible for this grant, you 
must be a current SCBWI member 
when your work is submitted and 
when the award is announced. SCBWI 
members with a book self-published in 
2021 are eligible to apply.

Two grants are offered annually. 
One grant is reserved specifically for a 
b o o k c r e a t o r f r o m a n 
underrepresented community.
GRANT #2

The  Pre-publication grant  for 
self-publishing authors is awarded 
annually and provides $2,500 to help 
off-set the price of self-publishing.

To be eligible for this award, you 
must be a current SCBWI member 
when your work is submitted and 
when the award is announced.

Learn more at the scbwi.org
photo by Sue Lawrence©2021

https://montana.scbwi.org/scbwi-montana-scholarships/
https://montana.scbwi.org/scbwi-montana-scholarships/
https://montana.scbwi.org/scbwi-montana-scholarships/
https://www.scbwi.org/two-scbwi-grants-for-self-publishing-authors-open-october-1/
https://www.scbwi.org/two-scbwi-grants-for-self-publishing-authors-open-october-1/
https://www.scbwi.org/two-scbwi-grants-for-self-publishing-authors-open-october-1/
https://www.scbwi.org/two-scbwi-grants-for-self-publishing-authors-open-october-1/
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CELEBRATION CORNER!

JANET FOX'S NEW NOVEL CARRY ME HOME 

PUBLISHED BY SIMON & SCHUSTER

“A poignant and powerful reminder that 
homelessness is not hopelessness.” 

— Kirby Larson, author of Newbery Honor 
book Hattie Big Sky

The book was inspired when I heard a story 
about a family living in their car - despite the parents 
each working 2 jobs. They had 3 young kids, and I 
began to wonder what it would be like to be 12, living 
in a car, trying to do homework, trying to get dressed 
early in the morning, getting to school, trying to fit in. 

Add to that a cold climate like Montana (it's set in 
Montana). The book is about that girl, now trying to 
care for herself and her sister alone. What she finds, 
when she opens herself to reaching out, is a 
community that cares. I love Lulu, and this book, 
which shares a hopeful and much-needed (especially 
in these times) message.

A little bit about Janet:

I live in Montana, surrounded by mountains and 
in the company of my husband and our rambunctious 
yellow lab. I hike, garden, knit, travel, sing (yes, I can 
sing, and thought I was going to go pro at one time), 
but most of the time you’ll find me doing what I love 
best: writing.

I’ve also begun a new venture: a book coaching 
company called  Big Picture Story Coach. Come 
find out more on my website, I’d love to work with 
you!

Connect with Janet at her website or on the 
socials: Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Carry-Me-Home/Janet-Fox/9781534485082
https://janetsfox.com/book-coaching/
https://janetsfox.com/book-coaching/
https://janetsfox.com/
https://www.facebook.com/janetsfox
https://www.instagram.com/janetsfox/
https://twitter.com/janetsfox


MONTANA'S MEMORY DAY: A NATURE-THEMED 
FOSTER/ADOPTION STORY

WRITTEN BY SUE LAWRENCE
ILLUSTRATED BY ERIKA WILSON

PUBLISHED BY MASCOT BOOKS

KIRKUS REVIEWS GAVE IT A STARRED REVIEW!

 Sue wrote Montana’s Memory Day to 
fulfill a need. She did not grow up as 
a foster kid, but married two men 
who did. That is why she wrote this 
story—to give voice to foster kids 
a n d t e e n s w h o a r e 
underrepresented in the children’s 

book market today. When Sue 
couldn’t find books that highlight the 

inner struggles of former foster kids in a 
relatable way, she wrote one.

Erika Wilson, a 3rd 
generat ion Montanan, 
used her family farm as 
i n s p i r a t i o n , a n d h e r 
nephew and sister-in-law 
acted as live models in 
reference photos for the 
characters of Montana and 
New Mom.

Using a hand-carved 
l i n o c u t p r i n t - m a k i n g 
method, she made Montana’s inner thoughts come alive. 
Some of the double-page spreads took Erika over 30 
hours to carve by hand; not counting the tracing, printing, 
and watercolor painting time involved. It took her 12 
months to complete the illustrations for this picture book.

CELEBRATION CORNER!

“Kids lose themselves in 
books, they find 

themselves there too.” 
--LEWIS KEEGAN

Montana's Memory Day's official publication date is  
November 5, 2021. 

Sue’s author website is https://kidlitconnection.com, 
and her Instagram page is @kidlitconnection. 

Erika's website is https://windymillpress.com, and 
Instagram page is @windymillpress

https://kidlitconnection.com/
https://www.instagram.com/kidlitconnection/
https://windymillpress.com/
https://www.instagram.com/erikawilsonart/
http://mascotbooks.com/mascot-marketplace/buy-books/childrens/picture-books/montanas-memory-day-a-nature-themed-foster-adoption-story/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/sue-lawrence/montanas-memory-day/


Legend Keepers: The Chosen One, is the first 
novel in the Legend Keepers middle-grade 
series.

On a cliff at the roof of the world, a wizardly 
raven rescues an orphaned mountain goat from 
death’s doorstep. As she searches for her mom, 
she discovers her astonishing power to talk not 
only with Roark, the raven, but with other animals 
she meets. Her search soon becomes a journey
—her very destiny—to save her mom’s band of 
goats from a great peril foretold in an ancient 
legend. This story of hope, perseverance, 
friendships, and finding one’s purpose—with a 
subtext of climate change’s effects on the alpine 
environment—will leave a lasting impression on 
every reader.

“Now listen carefully to me,” Roark said. “Long 
ago a great peril descended on our home. It 
brought hardship to the land, for goats and 
ravens and other living things. That’s when the 
Legend of Shining Mountain was born.”

Bruce Smith, PhD, is a career wildlife 
biologist.  Besides writing for periodicals, he’s 
authored five nonfiction books including his 
National Outdoor Book Award winning Life on the 
Rocks: A Portrait of the Mountain Goat. Drawing 
on his experiences studying and managing wild 
animal populations in the American West, he 
now writes novels of animal fantasy and magical 
realism that capture the imaginations of young 
readers and immerse them in the natural world.

check out his website 

https://www.brucesmithwildlife.com/

CELEBRATION CORNER! 

https://www.brucesmithwildlife.com/
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DIG IN
by Robin Cranney

An angry haze suffocates the sky, grungy 
yellow where Cornflower blue should reign. 
I scan for the behemoth mountain 

overlooking my ranch but find nothing. Smoke has 
masked my peaceful world, threatening a war I might 
not win.

The smoke clogs my nostrils and fills my throat. I 
cough the acrid taste from my mouth and lift my 
bandana over my nose. Funny how my settler 
ancestors used the same pathetic cotton scrap for 
protection a hundred years ago. I guess despite 
living in the twenty-first century, around here some 
things don’t change. 

I cough again and get to work. My shoulders and 
back protest as I heft a bale of alfalfa off the flatbed. 
Dust billows as it hits the ground, adding debris to 
the corrupted air.

The drought this year has changed everything. 
The creek is dry, the mountains without their vibrant 
emerald foliage and snow-capped peaks are 
reduced to kindle. Hay cost has tripled, with price 
gouging on fire as much as the forest on those 
foothills behind the house. Winter is months away, 
and already my neighbors are culling half their herd, 
praying they can feed the other half once 
temperatures drop. I should probably do the same.

I reach for another bale, but a nicker stops me. 
One of my mares ambles to the fence, and I jump off 
the trailer to pet her white-blazed forehead. 

“Hey, pretty girl.” 

photos by Robin Cranney ©2021

406 
Short Short Story
CONTEST WINNER
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406 Contest Winner

(DIG IN continued)

The mare closes her eyes as I rub. She was a 
throwaway from the track, purchased with the loose 
change in my pocket. She’s the best horse I’ve ever 
owned. I wonder if my ancestors would have sold her 
by now, or if they, like me, would plant their heels 
and hold tight. Behind her, my other cow ponies 
graze on yellowed grass stubs next to my black 
Angus. All the animals will need food this winter. 

If I can’t get enough hay… If the fire breaches 
that crest…

If… If…

Moist heat touches the backs of my eyes, tears 
I’ll never let form. I harden my jaw, drop my hand, 
and climb back onto the flatbed. 

I reach for another bale. The twine cuts into my 
leather gloves, pressing deep into my palms. The 
wind spreads across my back like vulture wings, 
whispering of defeat.

I drop the bale alongside the other.

Drought. Fire. Poverty. Desperation. They aren’t 
coming—they’re here already.

But so am I.

And I’m not leaving first. 

Learn more about Robin at her website 
saramortlock.com

Robin Cranney was saved from a dismal life 
of boredom by her globe-trotting husband 
and four prancing children. When she's not 

galloping after her family, Cranney enjoys working 
with horses, learning new languages, and trying not 
to kill houseplants. Besides writing YA Suspense, 
Cranney also moonlights as fairy-tale author Liz 
McCraine. photos by Robin Cranney ©2021

https://saramortlock.com/
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Craft Corner 
BY TIFFINY SPIRE
NEWSLETTER COORDINATOR

Writing Picture Books: A 
Hands-on Guide from Story 
Creation to Publication 

Revised and Expanded 
Ed i t i on Pub l i shed by 
Writer’s Digest Books 2018

By Ann Whitford Paul

Why I chose to review 
this book: 

Ann Whitford Paul spoke at the SCBWI 
Big Five-Oh! conference this past summer, 
and that talk inspired me to dig deeper into 
what she had to say. Curious, I purchased the 
e-book version of the revised edition 
of Writing Picture Books even 
though the original (published in 
2009) already sat on my bookshelf.    
I wasn’t sure anyone would be 
interested in a review of this book 
simply because a new edition had 
been released somewhat recently. 
But as I was reading reviews of Ms. 
Paul’s newer book, I noticed how 
many people said things like, “I 
wish I had read this years ago; it’s 
so helpful.” This convinced me  
there are still plenty of writers who 
would benefit from hearing about 
this book. And even if you’ve already read it, a 
refresher on the text’s most salient points 
never hurts, right? 

Some of you reading this newsletter are 
saying, “but I don’t write picture books, so this 
doesn’t apply to me.” And I would say, “Don’t 
walk away just yet.” Just skim the bulleted list 
below and you’ll see the points the author 
makes (such as creating backstory for the 
character, tightening a lagging middle, and 
revising until you have a resolution that 
works) which apply to all writers. 

The author also makes suggestions 
specifically for author-illustrators.

The Structure of the Book: 

Writing Picture Books includes six parts: 
• Before You Write Your Story 
• Early Story Decisions
• The Structure of Your Story
• The Language of Your Story
• Tying Together Loose Ends 
• After Your Story is Done 

Each section is broken down into chapters 
where the author describes the potential 
pitfalls of our manuscripts and how to avoid 
them. She recommends current books for us 
to study to see these tactics at work. She also 
repeatedly reworks a short fable so we can 

see how to apply each skill or 
strategy being addressed.

Each chapter ends with exercises 
w e c a n t r y w i t h o u r o w n 
manuscripts. The majority of these 
would be helpful to any kid lit 
wr i ter. Many are useful for 
illustrators, as well. I’ll paraphrase 
some below.

1. Read lots of books and take 
notes on them. Study what works. 
Take notes on texts you don’t like 
as well as the ones you do like. 

2. Write out the main question of your 
story (and answer). Can you find the story 
question in the books you read? (If you’re 
an illustrator, can you identify the story 
question of the manuscript you’re working 
on, or do you need clarification?)

3. Rework your opening scene from 
different points of view. Also try it in a 
different location or time period or mood. 
You might be surprised and find a fresh 
perspective.

A s I w a s 
reading reviews 
of Ms. Paul’s 
newer book, I 
n o t i c e d h o w 
many people 
said things like, 
“I wish I had 
read this years 
a g o ; i t ’ s s o 
helpful.”



11

4. Strengthen your opening to include 
the 6 Ws (Who, What, When, Where, Want, 
and Wow). 

5. Identify and analyze your plot 
structure.

6. Star potential page-turns in 
your manuscript. If necessary, 
refer to the list of suggestions for 
ways to create more of these. (This 
section is new to the updated 
version.)

T h i s i s j u s t a s m a l l 
representation of the many ways 
Ann Whitford Paul suggests we 
exercise our writing muscles and 
make our manuscripts more 
appealing to readers (including 
book editors). 

What I liked about the book:  

This is a thoughtful and authoritative book 
on the craft of writing for children. It has so 
much to offer beginning, as well as seasoned, 
writers. 

The chapters are short and to the point. 
There’s no fluff, just useful information and 
examples to reference. 

The practical exercises encourage 
us to take a deeper look at the 
book we’re crafting from many 
different angles. The layers of 
revision that can come from 
these exercises are bound to 
produce a much richer story. 
I’ve seen the benefits already 
as I’ve been trying them with 
my current manuscript. 

Is it worth it to buy the new 
edition if you already have the 
original? 

Even though my much-highlighted 
copy of the original edition still sits in pride of 

place, I feel that buying the new one was a 
wise use of money.

This revised edition explains important 
factors to keep in mind when writing for 
today’s audience. The updated advice on the 
business of publishing your book (including 

self-publishing) could be a whole 
other book. It accounts for one 
third of the content. 

The extensive bibliography is a 
valuable resource in itself. It 
includes lengthy lists of picture 
books with strong openings and 
others with strong endings, books 
with lyrical writing, and much 
more. She also gives us lists of 
books on the craft of writing by 
authors of various genres including 
poetry for those dabbling in rhyme.  

 This is a craft book I can see myself 
referring to again and again in the years to 
come. 

Where can you find this book? 

You can check your local library, but mine 
here in Billings does not have a copy of either 
edition. You can purchase the Kindle version 

or paperback book at Amazon (or perhaps 
your local independent bookseller). 

The book itself is not available on 
the author’s website, however, 

Ann Whitford Paul offers a 
course she created based on 
the book for $120. You can also 
download the 23-page pdf of 
the bibliography for free. Learn 
m o r e a t  h t t p s : / /

annwhitfordpaul.com/books/

Remember, you can submit your 
finished picture book manuscript for 

the Ann Whitford Paul award. Keep an 
eye on the SCBWI website for details and to 
see when it opens for 2022 submissions. 

Ann Whitford Paul

Even though 
m y m u c h -
h i g h l i g h t e d 
c o p y o f t h e 
original edition 
still sits in pride 
of place, I feel 
that buying the 
new one was a 
w i s e u s e o f 
money.

https://annwhitfordpaul.com/books/
https://annwhitfordpaul.com/books/
https://annwhitfordpaul.com/books/
https://www.scbwi.org/the-ann-whitford-paul-writers-digest-book-award/
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Interview with Kelly Anne Dalton
By Joann Howeth, ARA

I KNOW YOU GREW UP IN PENNSYLVANIA. 
DID YOU GO TO COLLEGE BACK EAST AS 
WELL? 
I graduated from the University of Montana - 
Missoula with an undergraduate degree in 
Economics (minor in Mathematics). I received 
a merit-based scholarship to continue with my 
master’s degree and finished everything but 
the thesis. 

HOW DID YOU END UP IN MONTANA?  
AND HOW LONG HAVE YOU LIVED HERE?  

I grew up in a charming lake town known as 
“The Town Time Forgot” nestled deep in the 
forests of Pennsylvania. My mom, a biologist, 
had the opportunity to move to Montana for 
work when I was in high school, so we packed 
up and took off on our “Great Adventure Out 
West.” I’ve been in Montana for over 20 years 
now and have split the time between Missoula 
and Helena. 

I have a wonderful husband and two dogs, 
and love being an auntie to my sister’s two 
children. 

For our Fall issue, I’m excited to introduce Kelly Anne Dalton, a prolific 
illustrator who lives in Helena.
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YOUR COLLEGE MAJOR AND YOUR FIRST 
JOBS FOLLOWING GRADUATION ARE AS 
REMOTE FROM YOUR CURRENT PATH AS 
CAN BE – CAN YOU TALK ABOUT HOW 
THAT HAPPENED? 

I’ve always been creative, but I never 
thought I’d pursue it as a full-time career. I 
honestly assumed I’d become a lawyer. 
However, I couldn’t help but weave my 
creativity into my schooling. My undergrad 
senior thesis was an author/illustrated book I 
self-published entitled “An A to Z Guide to 
Basic Economic Concepts” that featured 
illustrated characters and short stories about 
things like the balance of trade and scarcity. 
The economics department was even kind 
enough to make up a “Most Creative Thesis” 
award for me. After grad school I started a 
job with an environmental consulting firm 
w o r k i n g o n s o c i o e c o n o m i c s a n d 
demographics for NEPA documents, and 
then moved from Missoula to Helena in 2011 
to become a real estate analyst for an 
appraiser.  

I’M SO INTRIGUED THAT YOU’RE A FULL-
T I M E A R T I S T – W A S T H A T A 
COMBINATION OF PLANNING AND 
LUCK? 

After straddling the fence between an artistic 
career and working in my trained field, I 
decided it was time to choose one or the 
other to focus on. By this time, I had been 
sharing and selling my artwork for seven 
years. I loved (and still love) seeing my 
creations put a smile on people’s faces and 
decided to pursue the more fulfilling creative 
path full-time.  

YOUR WEBSITE TELLS ME THAT YOU’VE 
BEEN DRAWING SINCE YOU COULD 
HOLD A PENCIL – WHEN DID YOU REALIZE 
YOU COULD USE YOUR TALENT AND 
SKILLS TO MAKE A LIVING?  

While I was working on my undergrad 
degree, Etsy was getting its start as a 
handmade marketplace. I thought, ‘I can do 
that, ’ and I began drawing strange 
characters and monsters with colored 
pencils on wood. After creating a small 
handful of pieces, I opened up an online 
shop. Unconventional Ida and my first 
character, Mr. Gherrity, sold within 24 hours. 
I was hooked. Galleries and collaborators 
began to contact me for shows and within 
two years my artwork found its way into 26 
countries and almost all of the states within 
the US. From 2007-2011 I created hundreds 
of characters and what I like to call story 
starts - brief snippets about each one 
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D I D Y O U S E E K P R O F E S S I O N A L A R T 
TRAINING AFTER YOUR STINT IN THE 
BUSINESS WORLD OR ARE YOU SELF-
TAUGHT? 

I’m entirely self-taught. I love to learn and 
can’t help but take any class that interests me.  

TELL US A LITTLE BIT ABOUT YOUR 
PROCESS AND YOUR FAVORITE MEDIUMS?  

In 2016 I bought an iPad Pro and started 
working in Procreate. The iPad and Procreate 
opened up a new world - the ability to “paint” 
without making a mess. I loved it. I’ve pretty 
much been doing nothing but digital painting 
for the past five years, but lately I’ve been 
feeling the call back to traditional mediums. 
My artwork is always changing and evolving, 
and I can’t wait to see what the future holds. 

I KNOW YOU ARE REPRESENTED BY AN ART 
A G E N C Y . F O R O T H E R M O N T A N A 
ILLUSTRATORS WHO’VE NOT BROKEN 
INTO THE INDUSTRY YET, DO YOU HAVE 
ANY SPECIFIC ADVICE HOW TO SNAG THE 
INTEREST OF AN ART AGENT? 

I wish there was a secret formula, but I truly 
feel like I was given a Willy Wonka Golden 
Ticket. 

My agent, Lilla Rogers, runs a highly 
successful platform of portfolio development 
courses called “Make Art That Sells.” Her five-
week intensive children’s book class (taught 
with Art Director and picture book author Zoe 
Tucker) was my first introduction to creating 
art for picture books. I fell in love (and I’ve 
actually taken it seven times). MATS offers 
courses in a number of markets and I couldn’t 
help but take them all over a two-year period. I 
continued to catch Lilla’s eye with each class I 
took, and in 2019 was offered representation.

Welcome to Adventures 
in  Ida Land. Kelly Anne has 
crafted an  entire world and 
s t o r y l i n e a r o u n d h e r 
main  character, Ida. With the 
ability to communicate with 
rocks, trees, and animals, Ida 
travels through different 
landscapes cleverly solving 
Mother Nature's problems.
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YOUR ILLUSTRATIONS ARE BEAUTIFULLY 
DETAILED AND REMIND ME STYLISTICALLY 
IN A VAGUE, EMOTIVE WAY OF EDWARD 
GOREY’S WORK. (READERS: TO SEE WHAT I’M 
TALKING ABOUT, CHECK OUT KELLY’S 
WEBSITE LINKED AT THE BOTTOM OF THE 
ARTICLE.)  HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE 
YOUR STYLE? 

Elegant and enchanting with a sophisticated, 
vintage vibe.  

WHO ARE SOME OF THE AUTHORS YOU’VE 
ILLUSTRATED FOR? 

● Covers for Karen Schwabach who wrote 
The Hope Chest and Starting from 
Seneca Falls  

● Portraits for Liz Lee Heinecke’s Kitchen 
Pantry Scientist series featuring 
Chemists, Biologists, and Physicists. 
(There are more to come!) 

● Local author Annie McCarvel 
McCutcheon who wrote The Chumiss and 
the Micken. 

● The Ballad of Unconventional Ida is the 
first manuscript and book dummy in 
which I’ve been both author and 
illustrator. The story (written in 2020) is 
based on a character I created in 2006 - a 
little girl named Ida who talks to and 
solves Mother Nature’s problems. My 
manuscript/dummy caught the eye of 
someone at a major entertainment studio 
and the latter part of 2020 was spent 
developing an animated TV series 
concept pitch (Adventures in Ida Land). 
Unfortunately, the show didn’t get the 
green light, but I still have my fingers 
crossed she’ll make it out in the world. 

● Abigail Samoun - author of Tarot for Baby 
and owner/agent at Red Fox Literary 

● 200 illustrations for a French version of 
Aesop’s Fables Les Plus Belles Fables 
d’Esope published by Editions Auzou - 
Paris. 

IN GENERAL, HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE YOU 
TO PREPARE ILLUSTRATIONS FOR A BOOK 
PROJECT? 

It really all depends on the deadline. In theory, I 
would love to have ages to work, but then 
nothing would ever get done.  

ARE YOU WORKING ON A CURRENT BOOK 
PROJECT AND CAN YOU TELL US A LITTLE 
BIT ABOUT IT? 

I am in the process of wrapping up my first 
board book - Tarot for Baby written by Abigail 
Samoun. The story follows the ups and downs of 
being a tot using the Major Arcana cards in Tarot 
as inspiration. The book is scheduled to publish 
in March 2022 (Random House/Rodale Kids).  

DO YOU FIND INSPIRATION IN OTHER 
ILLUSTRATORS’ WORK? 

I love seeing the energy and styles of other 
illustrators and artists, but I try not to look 
directly at other people’s work for inspiration. 
Instead, I seek to find it in nature, architecture, 
and found objects.  

W H O A R E S O M E O F Y O U R F A V O R I T E 
ILLUSTRATORS WORKING TODAY?  

Right now, I’m obsessed with The Wolf’s Secret 
written by Myriam Dahman and Nicolas Digard 
and illustrated by Julia Sarda. Really, anything 
Julia Sarda does is lovely. 
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R e b e c c a G r e e n i s a n o t h e r f a v o r i t e 
contemporary illustrator. I enjoy the work of 
Emily Hughes (Wild), and Marc Boutavant 
(Woodland Dreams), as well. I tend to be drawn 
to more sophisticated picture book styles and 
palettes. 

WHEN FACED WITH A NEW PROJECT, DO 
YOU HAVE A FAVORITE PART? AND WHAT 
DOES A TYPICAL WORKDAY FOR YOU LOOK 
LIKE? 

My favorite part is always when I first get the 
job. Everything is fresh and new, and my 
imagination can run wild.  

Honestly, I don’t have a typical workday. I tend 
to work every day and then when I don’t feel like 
working anymore, I take a nap or go for a run. 
After that I usually work some more and then it’s 
time for bed.  

B E S I D E S I L L U S T R A T I N G F O R T H E 
CHILDREN’S LIT MARKET, YOU ARE BUSY 
WITH LOTS OF OTHER ART PROJECTS 
I N C L U D I N G P O S T E R C O M M I S S I O N S , 
G R E E T I N G C A R D S , S H E E T A R T F O R 
PERIODICALS. HAS THIS BRANCHING OUT 
COME BY WAY OF YOUR AGENT? 

Most definitely. The ability to work in a number 
of markets is what drew me to try and get 
representation by my agency (Lilla Rogers 
Studio) vs a traditional literary agency. I can get 
bored very easily, so I love the variety. In the 
past two years I’ve worked on a number of 
projects from quick turnaround illustrations for 
The Washington Post, to creating a holiday 
home decor/gift collection available in stores 
this winter. My images are also licensed to a 
number of stationery companies and can be 
found in Barnes and Noble and other major 
retailers.  

Kelly Anne’s newest project 
coming out March of 2022!

Discover a world of 
insight and mindfulness 

in this playful 
introduction to Tarot! 

Help the littlest Tarot readers 
discover their inner world! As one 
baby journeys through the day, 
facing down the many challenges of 
being a tot, readers will get to know 
the Tarot deck and the insight and 
strength that can be drawn from 
each card. Tarot can be used as a 
form of meditation--filled with mindful 
moments and self-reflection, each of 
the 22 cards in the Major Arcane 
provide a chance to ground your 
little one in the moment. Written by 
Abigail Samoun.

Client: Penguin Random House / 
Rodale Kids; Publishes March 2022
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DO YOU HAVE PARTICULAR METHODS BY 
W H I C H Y O U S E E K I N S P I R A T I O N ? 
MEDITATION? HIKING? 

I try my best to stay in creative flow at all times 
and can’t help but see inspiration everywhere I 
look. I’m also an avid trail runner and love to 
spend as much time in the forest as I can. 

REGARDING INSPIRATION, WHAT ARE YOUR 
FAVORITE MUSEUMS AND THOSE YOU’VE YET 
TO VISIT BUT ARE ON YOUR LIST?  

I tend to appreciate antiquities and cultural 
artifacts (textiles/jewelry/pottery) more than fine 
art. The Museum of Cultural History in Oslo 
might rank number one for me because that is 
where I saw my first true Egyptian artifacts 
(including a real mummy!). I enjoyed the Viking 
Ship Museum (Oslo), as well. 

I’m also a big fan of gardens, so I love The 
Huntington (California). 

The Henry Ford in Detroit hosts an amazing 
collection. The open-air museum of houses Henry 
Ford collected is incredible. To stand in the Wright 
Brothers’ childhood home and then to walk across 
the street and visit Edison’s laboratory was an 
experience like no other. Ford even has the 
courthouse Abraham Lincoln first practiced law in. 
The buildings are not reconstructions; Henry Ford 
had the actual buildings moved to his property.

My husband and I are hoping to go to Boston 
next year for the US Open (golf) and the Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum is definitely on our 
list. 

DO YOU HAVE ANY FAVORITE PAINTERS OR 
ERAS OF ART? 

I loved Degas, Toulouse-Lautrec, and Modigliani 
when I was a little girl. I am constantly drawn to a 
lot of art nouveau pieces/architecture and 
Japanese art from the Edo period. 

https://www.khm.uio.no/english/
https://www.khm.uio.no/english/visit-us/viking-ship-museum/
https://www.khm.uio.no/english/visit-us/viking-ship-museum/
https://www.huntington.org/
https://www.huntington.org/
https://www.thehenryford.org/
https://www.usopen.com/2022-u-s--open-ticket-packages0.html
https://www.gardnermuseum.org/
https://www.gardnermuseum.org/
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I’D LOVE TO KNOW SOME TITLES OF YOUR 
FAVORITE BOOKS FROM YOUR CHILDHOOD: 

I grew up with an Arthur Rackham edition of 
Grimm’s Fairy Tales. Ozma of Oz was a book I 
was constantly checking out of the elementary 
school library because I loved the illustrations so 
much. Shel Silverstein was also a favorite.  As a 
child I was obsessed with books and reading. I 
would pick up and read almost anything I could 
get my hands on.

AND I’M DYING TO HEAR ABOUT YOUR OFF-
BROADWAY EXPERIENCE:  

I attended Carroll College part-time when I was a 
senior in high school and was involved in their 
theater program. Kim DeLong (the head of the 
department at the time) had the opportunity to 
bring his musical “The Hollywood Way” to an off-
Broadway theater, and I was part of the cast. 

It was great fun to sing and dance my heart out 
on a New York City stage. The cast even caught 
Al Roker’s attention during a taping of The Today 
Show and he interviewed us in his outdoor 
segment. It seemed like a pretty good “top” for my 
theater career and it was the last show I ever 
auditioned for/performed in. 

CAN YOU LEAVE US WITH A FAVORITE QUOTE 
THAT KEEPS YOU MOTIVATED? 
“The best way to predict the future is to create it.” 
- Abraham Lincoln 

IT HAS BEEN SUCH A DELIGHT TO GET TO 
KNOW YOU, KELLY ANNE. THANKS FOR 
TAKING THE TIME TO CHAT! 

http://www.daltonabbey.com/ 
and on Instagram at: @kellyannedalton

http://www.daltonabbey.com/
https://www.instagram.com/kellyannedalton/
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Maybe you saw it in this month’s INSIGHT, or 
maybe you saw it on Twitter, but we want all 
the illustrators, sketchers and hard-core 
d o o d l e r s t o g e t i n o n t h e f u n f o r 
#ScbwiArtober!  

Join Us
https://www.scbwi.org/

introducing-scbwiartober/ 
_____________________________

Join the SCBWI Illustration 
Community in October for 31 days of 

illustration prompts under the 
hashtag #ScbwiArtober! 

Each day will feature a prompt to inspire 
your daily practice.  You can choose to use 
any art materials during the month. We 
encourage you to experiment with different 
media. Play with media you have never tried 
before.  Post the art when you can or post it 
daily with the #ScbwiArtober hashtag.  The 
main goal is to develop a daily practice of 
creating new art.

HERE ARE THE RULES: 

– This is not about perfection. The goal is 
to develop a daily practice.  

– We encourage you to try new media.  

– Share your work on Twitter and 
Instagram with the hashtag #ScbwiArtober.

– Go to the hashtag to see inspiration and 
cheer on other SCBWI Illustrators.

– Play and have fun each day! 

PROMPTS for #ScbwiArtober

31. Disguise
Remember to use the hashtag 
#ScbwiArtober so that fellow 

illustrators can find you!

1. Dark
2. Tea
3. Leaves
4. Critters
5. Lavender
6. Jump
7. Magic
8. Cozy
9. Mushroom
10. Sweater
11. Hilarious
12. Honey
13. Spooky
14. Candy
15. Bonfire

16. Stew
17. Mask
18. Bossy
19. Rust
20. Shadows
21. Candle
22. Brisk
23. Shy
24. Friend
25. Zoom
26. Daydream
27. Tiny
28. Playdate
29. Love
30. Moonlight

photo by Sue Lawrence 
squirrel by Jennifer Ard ©2021

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/scbwiartober?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWLvX25G9yhEHPYEchjguvnV9vwtAr3CQNOJVrObPoCMvqL_baO4edrA4SO5MEOa4WmLmKxn8HhAlx7Wev8KQEIIaNb6hd8h8raebmaIOWDz7RjADbsIukYTAw3y_3fC8Y&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.scbwi.org/introducing-scbwiartober/?fbclid=IwAR0Xz8iP6_Zgsrc53PNH6StpjVWs7tC1Y9S02yHbvD1TG10rPt0nHDr67Qo
https://www.scbwi.org/introducing-scbwiartober/?fbclid=IwAR0Xz8iP6_Zgsrc53PNH6StpjVWs7tC1Y9S02yHbvD1TG10rPt0nHDr67Qo
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/scbwiartober?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWLvX25G9yhEHPYEchjguvnV9vwtAr3CQNOJVrObPoCMvqL_baO4edrA4SO5MEOa4WmLmKxn8HhAlx7Wev8KQEIIaNb6hd8h8raebmaIOWDz7RjADbsIukYTAw3y_3fC8Y&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/scbwiartober?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWLvX25G9yhEHPYEchjguvnV9vwtAr3CQNOJVrObPoCMvqL_baO4edrA4SO5MEOa4WmLmKxn8HhAlx7Wev8KQEIIaNb6hd8h8raebmaIOWDz7RjADbsIukYTAw3y_3fC8Y&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/scbwiartober?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZWLvX25G9yhEHPYEchjguvnV9vwtAr3CQNOJVrObPoCMvqL_baO4edrA4SO5MEOa4WmLmKxn8HhAlx7Wev8KQEIIaNb6hd8h8raebmaIOWDz7RjADbsIukYTAw3y_3fC8Y&__tn__=*NK-R
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Illustrators' Corner 
BY JACKIEMARIE BEYER
Illustrator Coordinator 

Hi everyone!

I ’ m e x c i t e d t o 
introduce myself as the 
n e w I l l u s t r a t o r 
C o o r d i n a t o r f o r 
Montana’s SCBWI! It is 
indeed a privilege and 
an honor and I hope I 
can serve you well. 

I f y o u h a v e a n y 
ques t i ons , sugges t i ons , 
comments please don’t hesitate to reach 
out to me at montana-ic@scbwi.org. 
(although I am on both Facebook and 
Instagram anyway, the best way to contact 
me is always email as I check it several 
times a day compared to the socials where 
I login maybe once a week or so.) 

I am always looking for artwork to 
decorate the newsletter so please submit 
any work that you would like and I’ll try to fit 
it in where I can or send me the link to your 
social profile etc. That way if I’m looking for 
a horse, a dragonfly, a little girl reading a 
book or a boy jumping in a water puddle, I 
have Montana artists to choose from.

I would love to get a virtual illustrator 
meet up going once a month if you are 
interested, I think we can learn so much 
from each other. And more contests etc. I 
feel like they really help me push my 
creative juices like the Montana Two Step 
last summer. 

Again, please reach out and let me 
know how I can serve you best or just say 
hi!

Sincerely,

JackieMarie
montana-ic@scbwi.org  Connect with me on Instagram at 

@jackiembeyer or Facebook.
You can check out my art at 

jackiebeyer.com 

A little bit about me:

I grew up on Long Island about 
20 miles from NYC. When I was 
in 4th   grade I read Sasha, My 
Friend  by Barbara Corcoran 
which is a story about a little girl 
who moves to her dad’s 
C h r i s t m a s t r e e f a r m i n 

northwest Montana. From that day on I was 
determined to move there and when I turned 
21, I entered the University of Montana in 
Missoula. During my junior year I met my 
husband on a mountainside here in the 
Kootenai National Forest and we have been 
happily married for over 25 years now!

I love books! I love reading books, 
teaching with books and most of all 
c r e a t i n g b o o k s ! A n 

elementary teacher by 
trade, I have taught 
over 700 students, 
mostly in Montana, 
in a dozen different 
schools across 5 
d i s t r i c t s . I a m 
passionate about 
helping struggl ing 
s tudents espec ia l l y 
those who have dyslexia and 
dyscalculia. 

I have had such an exciting life, traveling 
all around the United States, mostly in the 
Northwest corner and back and forth 
between Montana and NYC.

 I spend most of my time in Montana’s 
National Forests, collecting firewood, picking 
wildflowers, gathering mushrooms, searching 
for antlers, or just sighting a majestic 
mountain view! I love to hike with my friends 
and family and paint the things that I see and 
find, creating stories to share!

mailto:montana-ic@scbwi.org
https://www.facebook.com/jackiemariebeyer
https://www.instagram.com/jackiembeyer/
mailto:montana-ic@scbwi.org
http://amzn.to/1RxwCIL
http://amzn.to/1RxwCIL
https://www.instagram.com/jackiembeyer/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008557001193
http://jackiebeyer.com
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Illustrators' Corner 
About Montana illustrator Jen Ard

Jennifer Ard is an author/illustrator living in 
Laurel, MT. She has been illustrating for 4 
years and has been a member of SCBWI 

since 2019. She prefers to work in watercolor, 
gouache, and digital media. She is currently 
working on building her art portfolio and making 
book dummies. She prefers to write stories that 
have a little bit of science, some humor and a lot of 
heart or stories that shed light on misunderstood or 
under-appreciated creatures. 

Jen is a 5th generation Montanan 
whose work often reflects her love of 
Montana and the outdoors. She 
loves to hike, fish, and camp with her 
f a m i l y .     She has been married 

to her husband 
for 15 years and together 

they have 3 kids (ages 
11, 9, and 3) and 2 
d o g s ( a b a s s e t 
h o u n d a n d a 
pointing wirehair 
griffon). 

Jen also works part 
time for MT Fish, 

Wildlife & Parks and 
graduated from MSU 

Bozeman with a degree in 
fi s h a n d w i l d l i f e 

management. 

Connect with Jen on Instagram at  
@jennifer.ard.art or Facebook.

https://www.instagram.com/jennifer.ard.art/
https://www.facebook.com/Jennifer-Ard-560424114440324/?ref=page_internal
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SCBWI Montana's Harvest Virtual Writing Conference
October 16 & 17, 2021

One of our sessions will be a lively panel featuring Montana PAL members. Join us to hear 
them talk about publishing and "the things I wish I would have known" (tips and advice).

Panelists include: 
Heide Boyden (www.heideboyden.com), who began her writing 
career as a copywriter, and then owned a film production company 
penning everything from ad copy to short form documentaries in 
Southern California. Her picture book, The Jelly Boat Book, was 
published in 2001 (All About Kids Publishing). She has had 
numerous articles, essays, short stories and poems published for 
both the children’s and adult markets. 

Janet Fox is an author, mom, outdoor enthusiast, and former teacher. 
Her novels are written for children and young adults but have won 
her fans of all ages. Her newest middle grade novel, CARRY ME 
HOME, is out from Simon & Schuster in August 2021, and she has 
more books in the pipel ine, including a picture book 
(WINTERGARDEN) from Neal Porter Books in 2023. THE 
CHARMED CHILDREN OF ROOKSKILL CASTLE (Viking 2016), 
which received a whole bunch of stars and the Crystal Kite Award, is 
a gothic middle grade historical fairy tale set in Scotland, and is 
followed by a sequel, THE ARTIFACT HUNTERS (Viking 2020). 

Jean Petersen is an award-winning author, freelance writer, and 
educator. The Big Sky Bounty Cookbook-Local Ingredients and Rustic 
Recipes, Arcadia Publishing and The History Press and Kind Soup, 
Little Lamb Books, and her columns in Western Ag Reporter and 
Raised in the West Magazine are amongst her celebrated books and 
publications. As a contributing author, Jean also recently released All 
God's Creatures, A 60-Day Devotion for Animal Loving Kids, Little 
Lamb Books. 

LuAnn M. Rod had three loves as a kid: reading, writing, and horses. That 
hasn’t changed, except for the additions of a husband, son and daughter-
in-law, one big cat, and three crazy dogs. Writing and being published has 
been a longtime dream and she’s thrilled to see her debut novel, “Maddie 
McDowell and the Rodeo Robbery” in print through Chicken Scratch 
Books. She worked twenty-five years in the newsroom at a local 
newspaper.

To learn about our other terrific sessions and to register for the conference, visit: https://
montana.scbwi.org/.../harvest-scbwi-montanas.../ 
 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.heideboyden.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1Yxe46i3xEA0hCk4x9tAw3igmjQYGl3S1Pr6iGnOd45UHwMMIfwyjNIWM&h=AT2fd5pdSlVY5kTpuzXP-Kwsy8XHARHAgUDLnOopb5E0Nl_AS55okh86NTa703QWDNBq-uSXIgUNvqJYuEhRmwnRdr324RuqfwoSbMkyMM6AGkQ3ToCPtK37nnAmlZWYqq6XvepLaw&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT1qN0UFR_sNaxJeOxqFcuHe_pz11CcSAESVRYpYgmtv_Q--aCYm_QB7A7MZPa5bBBe5kR8o5wTZ3e5fTVCt0ZWJn6H7eplVOHnYeQqDdL77ImyBWLkAr0YW4xTXZ4iro4eUoBE-DbiR-x8Y5kCV3QJVYA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmontana.scbwi.org%2Fevents%2Fharvest-scbwi-montanas-fall-virtual-conference%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1SzZ3sEHeXor4IZeUGFvN6gR9dbv6Wog2IUxftNHrwzN97cBrdibvLqfo&h=AT3VNrkPGgWys5xctvIAjXOUjw7DNWPFAzbYH9lRiqPzlkuApQLzJ3H8bX8tpcrkm57tBEdYbAkHQPHr-_wI75URQP3Y81L0FAcWt8Ns1sP9FIYGheKfm8oGq7q0SrWTblrOWeXn-A&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT1qN0UFR_sNaxJeOxqFcuHe_pz11CcSAESVRYpYgmtv_Q--aCYm_QB7A7MZPa5bBBe5kR8o5wTZ3e5fTVCt0ZWJn6H7eplVOHnYeQqDdL77ImyBWLkAr0YW4xTXZ4iro4eUoBE-DbiR-x8Y5kCV3QJVYA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmontana.scbwi.org%2Fevents%2Fharvest-scbwi-montanas-fall-virtual-conference%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1SzZ3sEHeXor4IZeUGFvN6gR9dbv6Wog2IUxftNHrwzN97cBrdibvLqfo&h=AT3VNrkPGgWys5xctvIAjXOUjw7DNWPFAzbYH9lRiqPzlkuApQLzJ3H8bX8tpcrkm57tBEdYbAkHQPHr-_wI75URQP3Y81L0FAcWt8Ns1sP9FIYGheKfm8oGq7q0SrWTblrOWeXn-A&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT1qN0UFR_sNaxJeOxqFcuHe_pz11CcSAESVRYpYgmtv_Q--aCYm_QB7A7MZPa5bBBe5kR8o5wTZ3e5fTVCt0ZWJn6H7eplVOHnYeQqDdL77ImyBWLkAr0YW4xTXZ4iro4eUoBE-DbiR-x8Y5kCV3QJVYA
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